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by Jason A. Chen
President | Board of Directors
Williamsburg Youth Orchestra

Our Winter Concert, held on February 15, 2026, was a great success—we
welcomed 451 people (not including children 5 and under), nearly 100 more than
our Fall Concert! So, for WSO folks who came out to support us, thank you so
much! During this concert, our Concerto Competition winner, Joshua Kang,
performed his solo piece. We also surprised Dr. David Grandis (conductor of the
Symphony Orchestra) with a gift and a tribute video to celebrate his 10th year
conducting with us. Dr. Grandis has been an outstanding leader, doubling the size
of the Symphony Orchestra since his arrival.! See the picture attached. 

Because we have packed the house for our concerts, we are changing the format
for our Spring Concert (May 3, 2026) so that all our guests can have a seat and
enjoy the concert. Our younger musicians (Strings Orchestra and Concert Band)
will perform from 2:00 to 3:00pm. Our older musicians (Symphony Orchestra and
Wind Ensemble) will perform from 5:00 to 6:00pm. 
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As we noted in the Winter newsletter, we are applying for grants to help
continue funding the M3loDy Makers project—expanding to another
elementary school in York County. Earlier in February, we were successful in
garnering about one-third of the necessary funding by winning a grant from
the Williamsburg Community Foundation. We submitted another grant
application and are delighted to report success (see below)! Of course, we
are always grateful when our efforts are recognized and rewarded by the
community and individuals. At the same time, we deeply appreciate anyone
who is interested in supporting our efforts to provide 3D-printed violins and
first-rate violin instruction for York County students in Grades 3-5 at no cost
to students or schools, with a focus specifically on those who historically
have not had the opportunity or resources to access symphonic music. We
gladly welcome any gifts! Please visit our website here to make a donation: 

 The Williamsburg Community Foundation brings together caring
individuals, families, and businesses to support the causes that make our
community stronger. Since 1999, the Foundation has awarded over $12
million in grants, helping local nonprofits thrive. To learn more, visit
williamsburgcommunityfoundation.org or call (757) 259-1660. 

...continued
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Williamsburg Youth Orchestra

community foundation awards lunch 
wyomusic.org/donate

On March 12, 2026, several local nonprofit organizations gathered for the
Williamsburg Community Foundation Grant Awards Lunch at Ford's Colony.
Each organization delivered a brief presentation summarizing its mission
and how the awarded funds would support its programs and services. The
Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra and the Williamsburg Youth Orchestra
were among the recipients of these grants, both of which highlighted their
ongoing efforts to enrich the community through music education and
performance.

http://www.williamsburgcommunityfoundation.org/
https://www.wyomusic.org/donate
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the nutcracker: letters from the students
In December students from York County, who work with WSO violist Jena
Chenkin, enjoyed a trip to see the Virginia Regional Ballet's performance of
‘                                  at the Ferguson Center for the Arts in Newport News. Each
year, the Virginia Regional Ballet and The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra
partner for this stunning production.

Here are some of the wonderful thank you notes we received following the
event:

The Nutcracker
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Season Finale: 

Get your tickets NOW!

Peter Boyer (photo credit Dario Acosta)                  Joe Sohm (photo credit Deborah Lyon)



Exciting updates are just around the corner! Season renewals and our 2026–2027
programming will be announced soon, so be sure to keep an eye on your email for all
the details. If you have any questions in the meantime, feel free to call the symphony
office—we’re happy to help.
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2026-2027 
season programming &
subscription renewal 

Nearly 1,000 WJCC 4  graders make Percussion Art to play with Grammy-nominated Sandbox
Percussion Quartet during the special educational concert March 3, 2026 at the Williamsburg
Community Chapel. A special thanks to John Rasky, Arts Coordinator for WJCC for his
partnership. 
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steve prince sketches
Local artist with international acclaim—and member of the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra
Board of Trustees—Steve Prince has been capturing concert moments and musicians through his
live sketches. Here are three sketches from the March 3, 2026, Waves and Wonder concert, held at
the Williamsburg Community Chapel. For more on Steve's art, please visit steveprincestudio.com,
or check out his Instagram @onefishstudio.

Copyright 2026 Steve
Prince (shared by
permission)
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http://steveprincestudio.com/
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Tanya Song and Alana Carithers participated in the CLS Arts Day along with Jon
Martin from Virginia Arts Festival, Melody Mattheny from An Occasion for the Arts,
and Adelle Carpenter with Virginia Regional Ballet. Alana also recently spoke to a
Kiwanis club.

WSO: in the news

Check out these

other recent shout-

outs in the paper!
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Scores of music lovers have generously
contributed to The Williamsburg
Symphony Orchestra’s success during
their lifetimes. With a legacy gift, that
support continues for generations to
come. Your gift will become part of the
orchestra’s endowment, ensuring your
place in the organization’s future
success.

Loyal and generous donors who choose
to honor the WSO in their long-range
giving plans become members of the
WSO Legacy Society, named for John
Jamison.

We invite you to learn more about our
Legacy Society and the enjoyment that
comes with providing a gift for the
future. Planned giving can include:

Bequests under a will or living trust
Beneficiary designation for qualified
retirement plan assets
Pledges
Charitable trust

Please consult your attorney or tax
advisor to determins what is best for
your philanthropic vision.

7
John Jamison and

Marlene Ford 
circa 2008
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Each year, a member of the Williamsburg Youth Orchestra is given the
opportunity to conduct the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra during Holiday
Pops. Adrian Anatolian took the podium this past December, leading the
orchestra in Leroy Anderson's Sleigh Ride. He writes:

“I apologize for being so delayed in thanking you, for I have been overwhelmed
with exams. I am very grateful for the opportunity you gave me to conduct the
Williamsburg Symphony. It means so much more than you can understand, as
conducting is a dream for me. You have helped me achieve a small part of my
dream, and you gave me a glimpse of what it is like to be a conductor. For the
longest time, I have watched famous men like Karajan and Abbado conduct
famous orchestras. They sparked my interest in conducting and the world of
music. For years and years, I have waited for an opportunity like the one
presented to me, and I finally received it. I cannot thank you enough. No gift has
amounted to the one you gave me.

Sincerely,
Adrian Anatolian”

That’s a Wrap
In case you missed it, here’s a quick wrap-up of recent events!

Holiday Pops 

Cabaret & Cocktails

Paul Loren, guest artist
Douglas Marriner, drums
Brian Killeen, bass
Oscar Rodrigues, guitar

April 9 , 2026th
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Annual Fund
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